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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO USPS-01 OC-05 CCO-OO INR-07 PM-04 /030W 

070209 

R 251725Z MAY 76 
FM USMISSION NATO 
TO SECDEF WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 7738 
JCS WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 

UNCLAS USNATO 2900 

SECDEF FOR ASD (I&L) HYMAN AND DASD(A) COOKE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AFSP, NATO 

SUBJ: RELOCATION AND CONSOLIDATION OF BRUSSELS APO'S 

REF: (A) USNATO 1094 (DTG 271716Z FEB 76), (B) USDELMC 179 
(DTG 081230Z MAR 76), (C) SECDEF 1387 (DTG 062132Z MAY 76) 

1 . REFTELS A AND B ADVISED SECDEF AND JCS THAT THE USAF 
PROPOSAL TO RELOCATE AND CONSOLIDATE THE USNATO AND EMBASSY 
BRUSSELS APO FACILITIES AT HEADQUARTERS, NATO SUPPORT ACTIVITY 
(NSA) WOULD RESULT IN DIMINISHED ACCESSIBILITY FOR OFFICIAL 
USERS AND INCREASED COST TO THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 

2. REFTEL C ANNOUNCED THE USAF COUNTER PROPOSAL TO PROVIDE 
FINANCIAL SERVICES ON A FIVE DAY PER WEEK BASIS AT THE NSA 
BUILDING LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN BRUSSELS AND IF NECESSARY PROVIDE 
SATURDAY MORNING SERVICE AS WELL AS TO CONTINUE PICKUP AND 
DELIVERY SERVICE. ADDITIONALLY REFTEL STATES THAT NSA 
LOCATION WAS CHOSEN FOR ITS CONVENIENCE TO A LARGER NUMBER 

OF PATRONS INCLUDING DEPENDENTS AND THAT IT IS COLLOCATED WITH 
EXCHANGE FACILITIES. 

3. CONTRARY TO INFORMATION FURNISHED IN REFTEL C, NSA IS: 

(A) NOT REPEAT NOT LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN BRUSSELS, BUT IS 
LOCATED SOME SIX MILES FROM THE EMBASSY AND TWO MILES FROM 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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NATO. 2) NOT COLLOCATED WITH EXCHANGE FACILITIES. 3) NOT MORE 
CONVENIENT TO OFFICIAL USERS. AS PREVIOUSLY STATED IN REFTEL 
A THERE IS NO READILY ACCESSIBLE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE, 
THUS THE PROPOSED LOCATION WOULD NOT BE EASILY ACCESSIBLE FOR ALL 
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OFFICIAL USERS. SINCE THE MAJORITY OF OFFICIAL USERS ARE 
LOCATED AT NATO AND THE EMBASSY, THE PROPOSED LOCATION WOULD BE 
INCONVENIENT. LASTLY, THE ONLY SERVICE FACILITY LOCATED AT NSA 
IS AN ARMY FINANCE OFFICE WHICH IS USED PRIMARILY FOR 
CONVERTING US DOLLARS TO BELGIUM FRANCS. HOWEVER, THIS OFFICE 
MOVES TO NATO ON MID AND END OF MONTH PAYDAYS TO FACILITATE 
THE REQUIRED CURRENCY CONVERSION AND VASTLY REDUCE THE NUMBER 
OF MAN HOURS WHICH WOULD BE LOST SHOULD THEY BE REQUIRED 
TO TRAVEL TO NSA. 

4. THE PROPOSAL TO PROVIDE SATURDAY MORNING FINANCIAL SERVICE 
IS NOT CONSIDERED A VIABLE SOLUTION AS MOST FAMILIES UTIILZE 
SATURDAYS TO DRIVE TO THE POST EXCHANGE AND COMMISSARY 
FACILIIES LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 50 MILES (ONE WAY) FROM 
BRUSSELS. 

5. EMBASSY BRUSSELS HAS CONDUCTED A FORMAL STUDY OF THE AIR 
FORCE'S PROPOSAL AND CONCLUDED THAT THE CONSOLIDATION IS NOT IN 
THE BEST INTEREST OF THE USG AS IT RESULTS IN LOSS OF 

OVER $40,000 PER YEAR. COPIES OF THIS STUDY ARE BEING 
PROVIDED TO DEPARTMENTS OF STATE AND DEFENSE. 

6. USNATO AND USDELMC HAVE GIVEN THE DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR 
FORCE'S PROPOSAL CAREFUL CONSIDERATION TO EVALUATE POSSIBLE 
ALTERNATIVES. BASED ON OUR EXPERIENCE AND FIRST HAND 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SITUATION IN BRUSSELS WE REMAIN CONVINCED 
THAT RELOCATION AND CONSOLIDATION OF POSTAL FACILITIES 
WOULD NOT SERVE THE BEST INTEREST OF THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT.STRAUSZ-HUPE 

UNCLASSIFIED 


« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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